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Dear Friends,
As President of the Pan-American Association of 

Ophthalmology (PAAO), I was delighted that the American 
Academy of Ophthalmology Annual Meeting 2018 was 
held in conjunction with the Pan-American Association of 
Ophthalmology in Chicago, Illinois. We commemorated our 
long history of collaboration with the Academy since our 
founding in 1939. The meeting AAO/PAAO was superb and 
with Latin American flavor. Our joint symposia in glaucoma, 
cornea, and retina were very well attended. Experts from 
North and Latin America discussed differences in our views 
and approaches on essential topics such as Corneal Infections 
and Keratoplasty, Open Angle Glaucoma, and Surgical 
Innovations in Retina. In addition, Pan-American courses, 
papers, and posters highlighted Ophthalmology in the 
Americas, closing with The Best of the Academy in Spanish 
on Wednesday, where for 32 years we have summarized in 
Spanish all the great pearls that are discussed during the 
Academy week for the Spanish speaking community that 
attend every year.

We have for the first time started an open call to our National 
Societies for our PAAO Awards for our Pan-American 
Congress in Cancún, Mexico next year:

Edward Maumenee Medal for Distinguished Services:   
Established in 1983, the Pan-American Medal for 
Distinguished Services is presented at Pan-American 
congresses to individuals who have provided exemplary 
service to the Pan-American Association of Ophthalmology 
for continuing education for ophthalmologists, the 
prevention of blindness and the promotion of scientific and 
cultural exchange among ophthalmologists in the Western 
Hemisphere. The name change took place in 1999 to honor 
A. Edward Maumenee, MD, for his extensive contribution 
to the Pan-American cause, making the award to be the A. 
Edward Maumenee Medal for Distinguished Services

Benjamin F. Boyd Humanitarian Award for Services to 
the Americas:  Established in 1987, the Benjamin F. Boyd 
Humanitarian Award was created to acknowledge individuals 
who have extended unique and significant service to the 
people of the Americas through ophthalmological service 
and blindness prevention activities, public services related to 
the advancement of ophthalmology or blindness prevention, 
or such other service activities.  This medal carries an award 
stipend of USD 500.

Gradle Medal for Good Teaching:  The Gradle Medal 
for Good Teaching was established in 1960 by Mrs. Audry 
Hayden Gradle in memory of Harry S. Gradle, MD, co-
founder of the PAAO. The Gradle Medal for Teaching 
acknowledges excellence in teaching and education in the 
field of ophthalmology. This award recognizes a professor 
ophthalmologist who has demonstrated leadership in 
developing, implementing or maintaining an outstanding 
training program and/or continuing education in the field 
of Ophthalmology. The awardee exemplifies excellence and 
promotes best practice in education. The awardee promotes 
positive relationships between the training program and the 
community and has been an advocate and leader in the field 
of Ophthalmology.

Also, because our young ophthalmologists are so close 
to my heart, I have funded, and we have created a new 
award that will be granted for the first time at the PAAO 
Congress in Cancun in May 2019. The “J. Fernando Arévalo 
Young Ophthalmologist Award” will recognize a Young 
Ophthalmologist (YO) PAAO member who has demonstrated 
promise in academics and has published and presented 
relatively extensively for his/her age and has participated in 
leadership activities at national and subspecialty societies or 
supranational societies. The award also desires to serve to 
motivate other young ophthalmologists to serve in similar 
programs, organizations, and to follow a career in academics.  

J. Fernando Arevalo, MD FACS
PAAO President
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As the year ends, this is the season to give. We thank you 
for all your support to PAAO and PAOF. Thanks to your 
generosity, we have been able to create new opportunities 
for young ophthalmologists in The Americas. They are the 
future of ophthalmology in Latin America and our future 
leaders.

I would like to extend a very warm invitation to become 
Pan-American members, to take advantage of the 
opportunity to network with members from 26 countries 
in the Americas, and to attend the next Pan-American 
Congress in Cancún, Mexico in May 2019 which celebrates 
our 80th Anniversary Meeting. Do not miss it! We are 
looking forward to seeing you there.

As the year draws to a close, we look back at a year with 
satisfaction and success at PAAO. With education as a 
core mission for the Pan-American, we have kept updated 
in 2018 through the 25th Pan-American Regional Course 
in Cartagena in February and our meeting jointly with 

the American Academy of Ophthalmology in October in 
Chicago, webinars, our digital journal VPA, and courses 
to help our members give the gift of sight to their patients. 

The New Year is always a fresh start full of promises, and 
the holiday season an opportunity to give. The future is 
great if we stick together as a Pan-American community! 
We are better, stronger and the goal is to meet again at 
our XXXIV Pan-American Congress of Ophthalmology 
in Cancun, Mexico in May! It’s at this meeting where 
ophthalmology from all the Americas come together to 
meet, and you cannot miss that!

Happy Holidays!

Sincerely,

J. Fernando Arevalo
PAAO President




